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Who is the Labour MP who regularly bikes

his way to the Commons - see pages 8-9

MOTORISTS UNDER
SUSTAINED ATTACK
ON ALL FRONTS

OTORISTS are

now being

dtacked from

both sides of the

political spec-
trum as Tories have proposed
a new supertax an gas guz-
Zlers that could add wp to
£3,000 to the cost of an
already expensive family
salom.

This cores on top of a pro-
posed raft of measures
already under sericus consid-
eration by the Govermment.

These include sharply
increased taxes on pecple
using their on cars for work,
Bking away licences from

peple caught twice for speed-
ing, slashing permitted aladol
le&ls far the drirk-drive limit,
tougher restrictians an rovice
and young drivers, barming
soking in your own car, nore
tests for elderly drivers ad
higher parking charges for 4x4
vehicles.

Tories have also chipped in
with a plan to erd free parking
for shoppers using out-of-town
supermarkets, and a scheme
to doble the legth of ar
motorway’s .

As if all this was ot exnugh,
pay-as-you-drive roed-pricing
schemes are now well past
the drawing board stage and

several extensive piloc
schemes will begin cperating
in the near funre.

Added together they amount
toafull fratal assault an the
motorist which is boud to
have a knock-on ef fet fr
CHOs who are already facing
a praogble 10% hike in insur-
ance premiums in the coming
year.

Increased vehicle costs and
higher insurance premiums
will pit an extra strain an
already tight mergins in the
Credit Hire Tndustry as
TInsurers are calling far a sib-
gantial rate redrctim while
A0s would happily settle for

a Gost of Living Tndex rise.

Both sides appear dead-
locked at the moment with
even mediation failing to fird
enough common ground to
lexd to a satisfactaory solutim.

Mary political doservers are
surprised at the mumer of
such weighty measures being
aimed at motorists and oonsid-
er the Govermment s plans
electorally dangerous despite
grouping them under the
green hamer as being envi -
ronment ally necessary in a bid
to substantially reduce CO2
emissians.

Others kelieve that, no mat -
ter how the measures are

THE seemingly ever-rising number
of charges that the motorist has
to face are set out in the motoring
supplement of The Daily
Telegraph by “Honest John” who
refers to their being enforced in
order to finance “... Government
expenditure on unnecessary,
wasteful consultations and such-
like ...”. They include:
lregistration tax £50

1 VED £35-£400 annually

1 fuel tax (and VAT) about 80p per
litre

1 fixed-penalty speeding tickets
£60

1MOT test £30-£40 annually

1 tolls on an expressway and vari-
ous bridges

1 daily congestion charges

1 parking penalties £30-plus
llnsurance Premium Tax 2.5%

1 council domestic parking
charges

1parking at airports and hospitals
1 VAT on new cars, repairs and
servicing, car parts, car park
charges

1 and now the threatened pay-as-
you-drive taxes












owling along
dter an excel -
lef]tn:lg]ta,‘lt,
beside, car
hood down, radio playing.
And one eye closed, in
arder to select from two
white dotted lines appar-
ently corpeting for the
middle of the road ahead.

Ah, happy days. For me,
though, they were soon to
ad at lesst in thet last
respect. And we now cele-
brate the fartieth birthday
of the gizmo that brought
this abait.

It was in Octdoer 1967,
down in Samerset, that a
motardist hed to take
Rditan s first & atutary
breathalyser test.

Now, I kelaxed to the
schcol  and it has mary
members today, partiailar -
ly younger anes, as latest
figures show which
stoutly meintaired that I
drive better with a few
drinks inside me then a lot
of folk drive when sdoer .

This may, or may not,
have been true. Pradbably
was, actually up to a
point. What wesn t true,
though, wes that I drove
ketter with a few drirks
inside me then I drove
when scber.

The bottom line, howev-
e, wes that you felt you d
get away with it, because
there d e no cutward sign
of your having had a few.
Yau also felt thet  even if
there were suspicions
you would manage to per-
form satisfactordly amy of
the varicus legendary tests
you might be invited to
udergo. I used to
rehearse them occasional -
ly welkirng a straigt lire,
& anding still with amms

ar stretched, touching
nose with eyes closed, and
so on. Seemed a doddle.
And T was also aonfident of
passing any challenges
imvolving mental aritlnetic
ad Ieith-police-style
tapue-twisters etc.

These may well (very
well) have been delusions.
But, whether or not, the
arrival of the bresthalyser
put the kibosh on my
drinking-and-motoring
conbination. Tdrally .2l &
ance, science had inter-
vaed. It waen t fair; it
however excellent one s
driving, however impres-
sive the physical or men-
@l perfomences, it
would be no good. One
could not argue with
Science.

Mark you, there have
been more than a few sci -
etific ifs ad ki s since
then not least because
blood alocdol cotent is

dtained by analyzing a
blood sample, so breath
tieelf is ot always a reli -
dole quide. A Idmt
just mean when it comes
to breathalysers where
mouth alodhol can easily
cause high readings as
I ve always thought the
much-used testimony that
the accused s breath
grelled stragly of drink
was pretty worthless.
Could be wrong, but my
impression is that if you
haven t had a drink and
you then srell the breath
of someone who has
(never a pleasant experi -
ence; one can understand
wy folk are testotal) you
can t tell whether they ve
merely hed half a pint  or
an absolute skinful .

As for breath-testing
equiprent, that can give
false readings in a variety
of ciraustances. Too of
the list, perteps istaking
the test too som, before
the bloodstream has had
time to absorb the neces-
sary . And next after thet is
burping a prime source
o iretant nouth aladol .

How you breathe can
& fect things tco  hence
the injunction, when you re
harded the little keg, to

Keep going; keep going;
keep going and so can
the ef fat s of intensive
heavy exercise. Machines

must sometimes be adjust-

ed to take account of tem-
perafre. Then there are

medical coditians (eg dia-

betes), ard even dieting,
which can seemingly
change readings signifi -
cantly ard a lot of work-
place stuf £ (ike peadl,
paint-stripgeer, lacquer and
other alcchol products) is
also said to have doe so.

Can you, though, fix
things in your favour?
There are many old
wives (@, rather, dd
drirkers ) tales about this.
Mouthwash, onions, mints
and so forth are among
the recommendations for,
but while these can dupe
other human beings, they
dovicusly dm t fool a
machine.

Some wheezes are
reckoned to be ef fective
absorbing alccholic
vapour with activated
charcoal hidden in your
mouth, for instance but
you should have a care.
When I said mouthwash
wouldn t work, I should
have added the caveat
that it could in fact work
dramatically. Exosot thet it
would work against you.
Both mouthwash and
breath freshener can con-
tain quite high levels of
alcohol themselves  so
they can produce falsely
high readings, showing
you over the limit when,
tmily, you re rot.

All this has to ke bome
in mind with the breathal -
yser. But when it comes
into blowing into thet little
bag (or whatever) modern
kit is increasingly soghisti -
cated.

Actually, thogh, T didh t
imediately give up all
drinking and driving. For a
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